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It started with one woman’s search for the truth about her mother’s
death.

Editor Mike Wilson (left) spoke during a "Behind the Story" discussion Tuesday
at The Dallas Morning News' office in Dallas. (Ryan Michalesko / Staff
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By Narda Pérez
11:05 AM on Jan 25, 2020

Shannon Gleason Dion knew something wasn’t right about
her mother’s death. But she didn’t know that a search for
answers and her mother’s missing necklace would help her
begin to connect the dots in a serial murder investigation.

On Jan. 21, The Dallas Morning News hosted “Behind the
Story: Guardians” to give subscribers an in-depth look at
how the two-part true-crime series “Guardians” came
together over the course of many months.

The series tells the story of Dion and what she discovered
while searching for answers about the death of her mother,
Doris Gleason. You can read part one of the series here.

The News’ editor, Mike Wilson, moderated the discussion.
Dion was on the panel along with journalist Charles
Scudder and visual journalist Lynda González, who both
spent months meeting with Dion. Editor Erik Schutz, who
helped oversee the project, was also on the panel.

Before starting discussions with the panel, Wilson asked the
crowd, “How many people in this audience are affected by
the crimes that we’ve covered in this story?”
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Dozens of people raised their hands.

Scudder started the discussion by recalling the first time he
talked to Dion. She contacted The News about a correction
she wanted issued regarding her mother’s date of death.

After the initial conversation, Scudder knew he wanted to
know more about Dion and her mother. It took time for
Dion to open up to Scudder and González, but once she did,
she knew it was the right thing to do for herself and her
mother.

“Once I made the decision to do this story, I was full in,”
Dion said. “It was important to me to get the information
out.”

Shannon Gleason Dion (center) talks about her experience taking part in the
project "Guardians" during a "Behind the Story" discussion at The Dallas
Morning News building. (Ryan Michalesko / Staff Photographer)
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But before Dion committed herself to taking part in the
story, she had reservations about working with journalists.
After all, she had sent The News a packet of police reports
years ago related to the senior living facility her mother was
in at the time of her death, but she never heard back.

Later on, Scudder talked about how Dion’s mother’s
missing necklace piqued his interest and made him want to
learn more.

González said she joined the project last summer after
Scudder looped her in. She was in awe after learning about
Dion’s story. They met for the first time at a coffee shop in
North Dallas, where they talked for hours. In the following
months, González met with Dion numerous other times,
capturing photographs and video for the series.

One reason Dion was so comfortable sharing such personal
details of her and her mother’s life was that both Scudder
and González were patient and gave her time to process her
emotions, she said.

Billy Chemirmir was charged with the murder of Dion’s
mother and a second woman who lived in the same senior
living facility. Police believe there were 21 victims, and
Chemirmir has been indicted in 12 deaths, The News
reported. Chemirmir is accused of smothering older women
before stealing their jewelry and other belongings.

Dion and three other women who were affected by these
crimes are lobbying for new laws that will help protect
seniors. Last year, the group met with state Sen. Nathan
Johnson and Rep. Julie Johnson to push for laws that will
require security at independent senior living communities
in the state.

They also started a foundation to support their push for
senior safety. You can learn more about their mission at
secureourseniorssafety.org

http://secureourseniorssafety.org/
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More ‘Dallas Morning News’ live
events
Our next event is “Duets: Playwrights in the Newsroom” on
Monday, Feb. 10, in The Dallas Morning News auditorium
at 1954 Commerce St. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Join Dallas
playwrights Janielle Kastner and Brigham Mosley as they
discuss a new play they’ve written about the importance of
news in an era when the truth is often in question. The
playwrights, who will be in conversation with SMU
journalism professor Lauren Smart, wrote the show after
shadowing journalists at The News over the last two years,
speaking with journalism students and interviewing
community members. Playwrights in the Newsroom will
debut at the Wyly Studio Theatre in March as part of the
AT&T Performing Arts Center’s Elevator Project. RSVP
required.

Narda Pérez, Audience Journalist. Narda is an audience
journalist where she helps manage social media, the
homepage on dallasnews.com and other digital efforts.
She graduated May 2019 from the University of Texas at
Arlington with majors in Broadcast Communication and
Public Relations. She also served as editor-in-chief of The
Shorthorn, UTA's student-run newspaper.

narda.perez@dallasnews.com  @NardaLPerez
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