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NEWS COURTS

Three more capital murder
charges filed against Billy
Chemirmir, bringing total
indictments to 17
Medical examiner records indicate that investigators think the
serial murder suspect in April 2016 also killed Catherine
Probst Sinclair, bringing the suspect’s list of potential victims
to 24.

File photo. (Andy Jacobsohn / Staff Photographer)

By Charles Scudder
6:25 PM on Dec 8, 2020

A Dallas County grand jury on Tuesday
handed down three new capital murder
indictments against Billy Chemirmir, the
man accused of smothering elderly
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Billy Chemirmir is accused
in indictments and
lawsuits with the deaths
of 22 elderly people in
North Texas. (CAPTION
WRITTEN FEB. 15, 2020)
(Dallas County Jail /

Dallas County Jail)

residents of North Texas senior living
facilities and stealing their jewelry, cash
and other precious items to sell at Dallas-
area pawn shops.

Chemirmir has now
been charged with 17
counts of capital
murder and two
counts of attempted
capital murder in
Dallas and Collin
counties. He has also
been linked through
medical examiner
reports and civil case
filings in seven other
deaths, bringing the
total to 24 deaths in
North Texas.

If convicted, Chemirmir could face the
death penalty. He has said he is innocent
and is in jail in lieu of an $11.6 million bail.
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His attorney, Phillip Hayes, said that a lot
of the evidence against Chemirmir is
circumstantial. It may put him in the area
of an alleged murder, Hayes said, but
doesn’t prove he was the killer.

“It seems like every unexplained death
they come up with, they’re pinning on
him,” Hayes said. “If you look at all of it, it
doesn’t stand up.”

The new charges against Chemirmir, who
turned 48 on Tuesday, are in the deaths of
Joyce Abramowitz, Doris Wasserman and
Margaret White. All three were killed at
The Tradition-Prestonwood, a luxury
senior living complex in Dallas, and all had
been previously identified as possible
victims through civil lawsuits against the
complex.
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A Dallas County grand jury has handed down capital
murder indictments against Billy Chemirmir in the deaths
of Joyce Abramowitz (from left), killed in July 2016;
Margaret White, killed in August 2016; and Doris
Wasserman, killed in December 2017. (Submitted photos)

Abramowitz died in July 2016. In April,
she reported to police that several pieces of
jewelry had been stolen from her jewelry
box while she was on vacation. After she
died, her son reported that a safe was
missing.

White died in August 2016. The executor
of her estate, Paul Wright, noticed her
apartment was missing her fine jewelry —
including a wedding ring.

Wasserman died in December 2017. She
spent the afternoon of the day before
Christmas eve playing with her great-
grandson. Her family dropped her off at
her apartment around 3:30 p.m., but when
they came back around 8 p.m., they found
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her lying on the bed, fully clothed and
unresponsive.

CRIME

19th alleged victim
of serial murder
suspect Billy
Chemirmir named
in suit against
senior complex
19th alleged victim of
serial murder suspect Billy
Chemirmir named in suit
against senior complex

BY CHARLES SCUDDER

Wright, who was a close friend of White,
said the indictments were “like a part of
the puzzle solved.” He, along with many
other families, have pushed for greater
accountability and security at senior living
facilities.

“It’s just a complete violation of trust. It’s a
complete violation of the family and
friends of these people,” he said. “We have
to question how facilities are run.”

The Tradition-Prestonwood said in a
statement that it “regards all our residents
as family” and that it relied on
investigators who initially ruled the deaths
as natural causes.
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Catherine Probst
Sinclair (Dan
Probst/submittted)

“Those rulings stood for more than 27
months,” the statement says. “The
Tradition-Prestonwood has cooperated
with all the authorities and will continue to
do so.”

Another potential
victim identified
Medical examiner records shared with The
Dallas Morning News show that
investigators think Chemirmir also killed
Catherine Probst Sinclair, a potential
victim who hadn’t previously been named
by The News. Her death was in April 2016,
meaning that officials suspect that the
killing spree began at least a month earlier
than previously reported.

After a delay due
in part to the
COVID-19
pandemic, the
Dallas County
medical examiner’s
office in October
amended Sinclair’s
manner of death to
“undetermined.” The
report says that the

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/courts/2020/06/26/pandemic-causes-delay-in-investigation-trial-of-serial-murder-suspect-billy-chemirmir/
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suspect’s cellphone data shows it was used
in the courtyard of Edgemere, the North
Dallas senior living facility where Sinclair
lived and died, around the time of her
death.

Sinclair’s niece, Jane Fuld, said Tuesday
that her family always suspected their aunt
had been killed. They found blood on her
pillow and couldn’t find a large safe in the
apartment after her death. They were one
of a few families that filed a police report
on their suspicions of homicide.

“It was just too coincidental,” Fuld said.
“They didn’t take us seriously from the
beginning when we said, ‘There’s
something wrong here.’”

Chemirmir was arrested on a capital
murder charge two years later, in March
2018. Police at the time announced a “very
large and complex investigation” into
hundreds of deaths and thefts. Fuld said
she read the news of the arrest and
immediately thought to call police about
her aunt’s death.

“The minute I read the headline, I was like,
‘Yeah, that’s Cathie,’” she said.

Chemirmir has been charged in the deaths

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/crime/2018/03/23/dallas-capital-murder-suspect-linked-to-other-attacks-on-elderly-women-across-north-texas/
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of two other women at Edgemere: Phyllis
Payne in May 2016 and Phoebe Perry in
June 2016.

POLITICS

Frisco lawmaker
files first bill in
response to serial
murder spree tied
by police to Billy
Chemirmir
BY CHARLES SCUDDER

Two weeks after Perry’s death, Chemirmir
was arrested on suspicion of trespassing at
Edgemere. He was sentenced to 70 days in
the Dallas County jail, but he was released
on good behavior after serving just 12.

Eight days later, Abramowitz was killed at
The Tradition-Prestonwood.

Paul Abramowitz, Joyce Abramowitz’s son,
said the indictments announced Tuesday
were “a start.” He said he was the CFO of
several nursing homes for many years, and
said the senior living facilities that housed
many of the victims should be held
responsible.

“Because I came out of the industry, I’m
disgusted,” he said. “It looks like this guy
went shopping each week at The
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Catherine Probst

Timeline of the Billy
Chemirmir case
Follow the trail of alleged victims and
how law enforcement pieced together
the case with this timeline. This timeline
will be updated as more information
becomes available.
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Charles Scudder, Staff writer. Charlie
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reporter and has worked on the
features and news desks for six years.
He's also an adjunct professor at
UNT's Mayborn School of Journalism.
Raised in Colleyville, he is a graduate
of Southern Methodist University and
Indiana University.
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